Norcantharidin (0.5 mmol) and 2-aminopyridine (0.5 mmol) were dissolved separately in mixed solvents of acetonitrile and water (5:1 each, v/v). The first solution was added to the second solution. The mixture was stirred for 3 h, filtered and a white precipitate was obtained. The precipitate was dissolved in DMF and filtered to remove excessive solid. Colorless crystals suitable for X-ray structure determination were obtained from the filtrate by slow evaporation at room temperature.
Discussion
Cantharidin (exo,exo-2,3-dimethyl-7-oxobicyclo[2.2.1]-heptane-2,3-dicarboxylic acid anhydride) in the form of the dried body of the Chinese blister beetles has been used by the Chinese as a natural remedy for the past 2000 years [1] . Western medicine decreed cantharidin to be too toxic in the early 1900s [2] . Cantharidin has important antitumor properties and has been used as an anticancer agent by the Chinese for the treatment of hepatoma and oesophageal carcinoma. Norcantharidin, the demethylated analogue of cantharidin, also possesses anticancer activity and stimulates the bone marrow, but without the urinary toxicity [1, 3] . Both agents are known protein phosphatase 1 (PP1) and 2A (PP2A) inhibitors [4] . The title compound, [C 5H7N2]
, was prepared by synthesis of norcantharidin and 2-aminopyridine. By hydrolysis reaction, norcantharidin rearranges its carboxylic H atom and the cation is protonated at atom N2. As a result, cations and anions are held by electrostatic effect to form ionic compound. In addition, the crystal structure is stabilized by NH···O and OH···O hydrogen bonds between adjacent groups. The bond lengths and angles are in normal ranges. (7) 0.0109 (6) 0.0066(6) C (5) 8f 0.40384 (7) 
